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Abstract 
The aim of this research was to investigate whether or not Think-Talk-Write (TTW) 
strategy effective to teach vocabulary in descriptive text and the effect size of Think-Talk-
Write (TTW) strategy. The method was a pre-experimental research with one group pre-test 
and post-test design. The population of this research was the eighth grade students of SMP N 
19 Pontianak. The sample of this research was VIII B which consisted of 35 students. The data 
of this research were collected using measurement technique and the tool of data collecting 
was multiple choice test. The research findings showed that the mean score of pre-test was 
59.7 and the mean score of post-test was 70. Furthermore, the data analyzed using t-test 
resulted that t-test score (5.271) was higher than t-table (2.032) at 0.05 degree of freedom. It 
means that the  null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was 
accepted. The calculation of effect size of the treatment is 0.89. It is categorized as moderately 
effective. It can be concluded that the use of Think-Talk-Talk (TTW) strategy is moderately 
effective to teach vocabulary in descriptive text. So, it is recommended to the teacher to use 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy as one of strategies to teach vocabulary in descriptive text. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Vocabulary is   one of components in 
learning language. This component is used in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening 
skills. Therefore, it is important for students 
to know more about vocabulary to learn four 
skills in English, because it is impossible to 
students to master the language skill without 
mastering vocabulary. It is supported by Wu 
(2009, p. 131)  that every communicative 
language teaching method used in grammar, 
text, listening, writing, reading and speaking 
are all closely related with vocabulary.  
There are many strategies that can be 
used to teach vocabulary. One of them is by 
using Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy. 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy can be 
used to make students more active in 
teaching learning process with three steps 
there is think, talk and write. Think – Talk - 
Write (TTW) Strategy is one of cooperative 
learning which introduced by Huinker and 
Laughlin. It involves the teacher to guide the 
students in their teaching and learning 
process. In Think - Talk - Write (TTW) 
strategy, the researcher used descriptive text 
as the material to teach vocabulary. 
There are many definitions about 
descriptive text. According to Kane (2000, p. 
351) define that “Description is about 
sensory experience – how something looks, 
sound, tastes. Mostly it is about visual 
experience, but description also deals with 
other kinds of perception”. So that, 
descriptive text is about what we look, heard 
and taste. 
Based on syllabus of Curriculum 2013, 
descriptive text is taught to Junior High 
School students of the eighth grade in the 
first semester. Wardiman et all (2008, p. 115) 
specify the generic structure of descriptive 
text into two parts that is; 1) introduction is 
the part of paragraph that introduces the 
character; and 2) description is the part of 
paragraph that describe the character. This 
indicates that a descriptive text has two 
elements – an element to identify 
phenomenon (identification) and another one 
(description) to portray parts, qualities, or 
characteristics. According to Anderson & 
Anderson (1997) said that factual 
descriptions usually include the following 
grammatical features of the subject; (1) verbs 
in the presents tense, (2) adjective to describe 
the features of the subject, and (3) topic 
sentences to begin paragraphs and organize 
the various aspects of the description. 
In learning vocabulary, students will 
find different function of it. The different of 
words is known as part of speech. According 
to Anderson & Anderson classified part of 
speech into six groups based on their 
functions. The groups are nouns, pronouns, 
adjectives, articles, verbs, and adverbs. Based 
on the part of speech above, the main focus 
in this research is adjectives, because 
adjective is one of the features in descriptive 
text. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
researcher would conduct a pre-experimental 
research with the eighth grade students of 
SMP Negeri 19 Pontianak in academic year 
2017/2018 in order to investigated whether or 
not that using TTW (Think-Talk-Write) 
strategy effective to teach vocabulary in 
descriptive text and to find out how high the 
effect size is.  
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This research wants to find out the use 
of Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy to teach 
vocabulary in descriptive text. In order to 
achieve the aim of the research, the 
researcher used pre-experimental research, 
one group pretest-posttest design. 
This research has been done by 
observation, pre-test and post-test to the 
students. 
 
Pre test 
Pre test has been given to check the 
students’ pre condition about their 
vocabulary before the treatment. The teacher 
gave students test in the form of multiple 
choices that consist of 30 test items. 
 
Treatment 
The treatments was using Think-Talk-
Write (TTW) strategy to teach vocabulary in 
descriptive text. The treatments were held in 
three times on August 22nd, 24th, 29th, 
2017. 
In the first meeting, the researcher 
explained about what is descriptive text in 
specific. After that, in the second and last 
meeting, the researcher gave the treatment to 
all students in the class teaching by using 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy. Here, 
students are given the picture related with the 
basic competence in the lesson plan and the 
students asked to think about  their ideas or 
words to describe the picture given by the 
teacher. In Talk step, the students are divided 
into groups. Then, they share about what they 
are thinking before. Another students are 
listen and respond the ideas and  conclude the 
result from the discussion in group. After the 
students get the conclusion, they continue to 
the last step, write. Here, the students are 
asked to write the result about vocabulary 
they got from the discussion by their own 
words 
 
Post Test 
After the researcher gave the treatments 
for several of times, in the end of the 
program the students were given post test in 
order to find out the result of the treatment.  
The subject of this research is the eighth 
grade students of SMP Negeri 19 Pontianak. 
The researcher uses measurement techniques. 
It is intended to measure the students’ 
knowledge before and after treatment in 
order to find out the use of Think-Talk-Write 
(TTW) strategy to teach vocabulary in 
descriptive text. 
In this research, the researcher used 
multiple choice tests, which consisted of 30 
questions with 4 alternatives (A, B, C, and 
D). The students were asked to answer the 
questions about vocabulary in descriptive 
text. 
Before it used to collect the data, the test 
is written based on the table of item 
specification to measure the test validity. The 
test also is tried out before used to measure 
its item analysis and test reliability. 
According to Gronlund (1977:130) said that 
“validity is concerned with the extent to 
which test results serve their intended use”. 
In the item analysis, would be known 
the level of the test, whether it is easy, 
moderate or difficult. So, it is really 
important to know the level of difficulty and 
discriminating power the test item. The level 
of difficulty is to know how easy or difficult 
the test item from the student’s perspective. 
The level of difficulty (LD) can be 
calculated using the following formula: 
 
P =  
𝑩
𝑻
  .…..…(1) 
Where: 
P : the index of difficulty 
B : the total number of correct answer 
T : the total number of students who takes 
the test 
(Mardapi, 2012, p. 187) 
 
The interpretation of Level of Difficulty 
(LD) of each item was based on the 
following criteria: 
 
Table 1 : The criteria of the item's Level of 
Difficulty 
 
Level of 
Difficulty 
Item Qualification 
Minus to 0.29 Revised/Discarded (R) 
0.30 to 0.49 Difficult  (D) 
0.50 to 0.79 Moderate (M) 
0.80 to 0.92 Easy (E) 
 
Discriminating power wants to know the 
item differentiates between high and low 
level of students on the test. In determining 
the number of high group and low group, the 
researcher took twenty seven percent of the 
total samples. The total sample was 35 
students, so the number of high group and 
low group was 9 students. The formula to 
determine the discriminating power of each 
item can be using the following formula:   
 
𝐷𝑃 =
𝐻𝐺−𝐿𝐺
1
2
𝑁
  …….. (2) 
Where: 
DP  : Discriminating power 
HG  :The total of higher group correct 
answer 
LG   :The total of lower group correct 
answer 
1
2
N  :Half number of students taking part in 
the test 
(Arikunto S., 2010, p. 112) 
 
The interpretation of Discriminating Power 
(DP) of each item is based on the following 
criteria: 
 
Table 2: The Criteria of the item’s 
Discriminating Power 
 
Discriminating Power Qualification 
           0.40 and up 
Very good 
                            0.30 to 0.39 
Good 
                           0.20 to 0.29 
Sufficient 
                           Below 0.19 
Bad/Revised 
 
Reliability is the extent for a test 
procedure consistent result when 
administered under similar condition. To 
know a test reliable or not, it can be seen in 
value KR21.   
To measure the reliability coefficient of 
the test scores can be calculated by using 
Kuder-Richardson formula 21. 
 
𝑲𝑹 𝟐𝟏 = 𝟏 −
𝑴(𝑲−𝑴)
𝑲(𝑺𝟐)
             …….. (3) 
 
Which: 
KR 21 : reliability coefficient 
K  : total of question 
M  : the mean of the score 
S  : total of variance score 
 
The variance score formula: 
 
𝑆2 = 
∑𝑋2− 
(∑𝑋)2
𝑁
𝑁
 
Which: 
S2 : total of variance score 
∑X2 : total of respondent score 
N : total number of respondent who 
takes the test 
 
The reliability coefficient can be judge by 
applying the criteria: 
 
Table 3: The criteria of test's reliability 
coefficient 
 
Coefficient Relation 
0.80 < 1.00 Very High 
0.60 ≤ 0.80 Highly 
0.40 ≤ 0.60 Reliable 
0.20 ≤ 0.40 Marginally/minimally 
≤ 20 Unacceptably low 
 
In order to answer the research problem 
and the test hypothesis, the researcher used 
some formulas on analyzing the data that 
were taken from pretest and posttest as 
follows: 
  
1. The formula of students’ mean score 
of pre-test and post test 
 
?̅?1  =
∑?̅?1
𝑛
   ?̅?2  =
∑?̅?2
𝑛
        …….. (4) 
    
         Siregar (2015, p. 152) 
Where: 
X̅1 : the students’ mean score of pre test  
X̅2 : the students’ mean score of post test 
 
 
 
2. Analysis of the students’ mean 
deviation score of pre-test and post-
test 
MD = 
∑𝑑
𝑁
        …….. (5) 
Arikunto (2010, p. 350) 
 
Where: 
MD : the different score of pre test  and 
post test 
∑d : the sum of deviationt 
N : number of students 
 
3. Analysis on students’ significant score 
of pre-test and post test 
 
𝑡 =
𝑀𝑑
√
∑𝑋2𝑑
𝑁(𝑁−1)
        …….. (6) 
Where:  
t : t-test 
Md : the different score of pretest and 
posttest 
∑x2d : the sum of students’ different 
score square. 
N : the number of students who took 
the test 
 (Arikunto, S. 2010, p. 350) 
  
4. The formula to analyze the effect size 
𝐸𝑆 = 𝑡√
1
𝑛
                 …….. (7) 
 
Where: 
ES : Effect size 
t : the result of t-test 
n : the number of students 
 
Values Effect 
0 – 0.20 Weak 
0.21 – 0.50 Modest 
0.51 – 1.00 Moderate 
> 1.00 Strong 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
Research findings cover the answer of 
the research problem. This is to find out the 
analysis of the students' mean score, the 
analysis of students' different score, the 
analysis of mean deviation of pre-test and 
post-test, the analysis of t-test and how high 
the effectiveness of the treatment. Therefore, 
below are the answers to those questions. 
 
1. The students’ mean score of pre-test 
and post-test 
The result of pre test showed that the 
result of the students score before 
treatment is being conducted, and the post 
test shows the result of the students’ score 
after the treatment. The pre test given in 
recommended as the first test before 
treatment. The pre test would be done to 
know the pre-condition of students before 
treatment process. Therefore, from the 
result of the pre test, students score was 
considered poor to average. Which the 
students’ score was 59.7 (fifty nine point 
seven). The post test was administrated 
after giving some treatments and pre test. 
The post test is also considered as the 
final evaluation about vocabulary in 
descriptive text by applying Think-Talk-
Write (TTW) strategy. From the result of 
post test, the students’ score was 70 
(seventy) and categorized is good. 
 
2. The students’ mean deviation score of 
pre-test and post test 
The result of mean deviation is to 
indicate the extent of deviation for a 
group as a whole. The mean deviation 
score in pre test and post test was 10.285 
3. The test significance of the students’ 
score 
By obtaining the mean score and 
mean deviation score of pre test and post 
test, the t-test applied to find whether 
there is a significant difference between 
pre test and post test. The result of the t 
test was 5.271. 
4. The formula to analyze the effect size 
The effect size calculates the 
magnitude of mean differences of the 
treatment and the result was 0.890. The 
effect size aimed to give a concrete sense 
of whether a difference between pre test 
and post test is meaningfully large, 
independent of whether the difference is 
statistically significant. Based on the 
result, the significant score of the effect 
size is categorized as “moderate” with ES 
0.51 – 1.00 (0.89). It means that using 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy give a 
moderate significant effect to teach 
vocabulary in descriptive text. 
  
5. Hypothesis Testing 
Based on the result of data 
computation, it was obtained that t-test 
score is 5.271 and t-table is 2.032 at the 
degree of freedom (df) = N -1 (35-1=34). 
The result shown that t-test score is higher 
than t-table. It proved that the use of 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy to 
teach vocabulary in descriptive text to 
eight grade students of SMP 19 Pontianak 
is affect significantly. Therefore, the 
alternative hypothesis stating “Using 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy is 
effective to teach vocabulary in 
descriptive text at 8th grade students of 
SMPN 19 Pontianak” was accepted. 
 
Discussion 
Based on the result of data analysis, the 
researcher wants to describe about the 
research findings. As the result of the 
analysis based on the criteria of a good test 
and rules of constructing multiple choices 
test, the researcher found there are five items 
was discarded and six items was need several 
revisions. Research findings show that some 
of the test items were not fulfil the 
requirement of good test because they are too 
easy, too difficult and fail discriminate upper 
and lower groups students. 
The implementation of pre-test and post-
test in the treatment shows significant 
difference. It is found out that the application 
of using Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy is 
effective to teach vocabulary in descriptive 
text. The result shows that the mean score of 
pre-test is 59.7 and the mean score of post-
test is 70. The difference of mean score is 
10.3. It shows that students’ vocabulary was 
increased after the treatments. The result of 
computation shows that the effect size is 
0.890. Based on Cohen’s effect size criteria, 
the use of Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy 
is moderately effective 
The findings showed that Think-Talk-
Write (TTW) strategy gave contribution to 
teach vocabulary, particularly in descriptive 
text. According to Huinker and Laughin (in 
Yamin & Ansari, 2012, p.84) said that based 
of Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy was 
consists of three steps, think, talk and write. 
The activity of ‘Think’, it can be seen in 
reading process or looking around which can 
make them thinking about something. 
Reading skill and reading comprehension in 
general is thinking, include read the text by 
reading the lines or reading between the lines 
(Wiedherhold, 1997). In the next stage is 
‘Talk’. Talk is communication with words 
that they understood. In teaching and 
learning process, sometimes the students said 
they can do it, but they can’t explain it. 
Supported by Szetela (in Yamin & Ansari, 
2012, p.86) stated that, “Doing is important, 
but students’ understanding and 
communicating what they are doing is more 
important. It means that, after the students’ 
think, they should understand about what 
they are thinking about and how to share that 
to their friends in talk part. For the last, in 
‘Write' stage, the students asked to write 
down the words which they think and share 
before in the work sheet. According to 
Yamin & Ansari (2012:87), writing activity 
will help students to explore their ideas and 
allow the teacher to see the students’ 
progress. It means that, in this part, the 
teacher will know about what the students 
think and get from teaching learning process. 
Some activities in Think-Talk-Write 
(TTW) strategy have given positive impacts 
to the teaching learning activity. One of the 
positive impacts is the building of confidence 
in students on how to inquire the language, 
explore their ideas by thinking and speaking 
and write their ideas about words to 
participate fully in the teaching learning 
activity. But, this strategy also has a 
weakness that is this strategy takes fairly 
much time in preparation and process. 
Because of that, the teacher needs to handle 
the time well. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the explanation stated in the 
previous chapter, it can be concluded that 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy is effective 
to teach vocabulary in descriptive text. The 
students score in post test showed that Think-
Talk-Write (TTW) strategy impacts 
positively to make students learn about 
vocabulary and also motivates them to learn 
more about vocabulary, especially in 
descriptive text. 
It was found that the application of 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy was time 
consuming and slow in process. However, it 
is still useful to be applied in the classroom 
as long as the teacher and students can 
manage their time. 
In conclusion, Think-Talk-Write (TTW) 
strategy is moderately effective to teach 
vocabulary in descriptive text at the Eighth 
Grade Students of SMP Negeri 19 Pontianak 
in Academic Year 2017/ 2018. Think-Talk-
Write (TTW) strategy is very helpful for 
students to learn about vocabulary, especially 
in descriptive text. Thus, it is recommended 
to use Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy as 
one of strategies to teach vocabulary. 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the result of the research, and 
the conclusion, the researcher would like to 
gives some suggestions as follows; 
(1)English teacher needs to facilitate students 
with appropriate strategies. It is 
recommended for English teacher to use 
Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy as one of 
alternatives that will help students to learn 
about vocabulary. (2) In applying Think-
Talk-Write (TTW) strategy, the English 
teacher should manage time and classroom in 
teaching and learning process. English 
teacher also needs to give clear instructions 
of using Think-Talk-Write (TTW) strategy to 
help students understand and make them 
learn better. (3) Think-Talk-Write (TTW) 
strategy can be used for students to learn 
about vocabulary not only at school but also 
at home. They can use Think-Talk-Write 
(TTW) strategy to think individually, practice 
to talk and then write down what they are 
thinking about in their work sheet.  
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